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The OML Center shall play a 
pivotal role in helping reduce the 
risks and manage the impacts of 

climate-related hazards in disaster 
prone areas in the country. To 

achieve this role, the Center will 
strive to create a “Center of 

Excellence” in the area of climate 
change adaptation and disaster 
risk management. Over time, it 

hopes to attain an international 
reputation for showcasing Filipino 

ingenuity in this area. 

 

Filipinos have little 
choice but to adapt to the effects 
of climatic change and natural disasters…  
 
Filipino scientists, when harnessed effectively, 
can help reduce the impact of a changing 
climate.  
 
Science-based information to develop solutions 
for managing the risk from climate change and 
natural disaster are needed NOW!  
 

 
Only the collective efforts of leading 

scientists like you can ensure success… 
WE HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US! 

The Oscar M. Lopez 
Center for Climate 
Change Adaptation 
and Disaster Risk 
Management 
Foundation, Inc. 
 

mailto:rlasco@omlopezcenter.org
mailto:rlasco@omlopezcenter.org


 

BACKGROUND 
According to the Philippine Institute for Development Studies, from 
2000 to 2009 there were a total of 320 climate-related disasters in 
the Philippines and its surrounding countries that included 
Cambodia, Lao, Indonesia and Vietnam. This was almost double the 
195 disasters that occurred in the 1990s.  Among these five SEA 
countries, the Philippines has the unenviable title as the most 
disaster-prone country. This increasing frequency of climate-related 
disasters and the extent of damage and loss of life is likely to 
continue, if not accelerate, over the next few decades due to climate 
change.  While it is nearly impossible to control the weather, 
reducing the risk and mitigating the effects of weather-induced geo-
hazards are possible. 
 
Today, there are numerous efforts by both government and private 
entities to address these risks.  Billions of pesos in resources are 
being allocated by the national government as well as foreign 
donors to build the resilience of our people to climate-related risks. 
However, there is much less attention given to the generation of 
scientific information that will lead to innovative solutions to 
climate-risk mitigation. The Philippines has a well-trained cadre of 
researchers but it has one of the lowest investments in research on a 
per capita basis compared with other fast-developing countries in 
the region. In addition, there is a lack of repository of knowledge on 
climate and disaster risk mitigation.  This can result in wasted 
resources due to duplicated efforts on one hand and under-
utilization of resources/expertise on the other both of which lead to 
sub-optimal outcomes. 
 
Given the magnitude of the problem, government resources alone 
will not be enough to meet the challenge posed by climate-related 
risks. There is, therefore, a pressing need to establish a knowledge 
center that will mobilize private sector support for research on 
climate change adaptation and disaster risk management. 

VISION   A resilient Filipino society, able to cope and prosper in the midst of climate-related risks and disasters 

MISSION To become a leading catalyst for generating science-based solutions to  
climate-related risks and disasters in the developing world 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 
• Awarding of research grants 

The Center will support applied research/science and 
engineering-based initiatives. It will focus its efforts on 
applied research with practical outcomes to help the 
most vulnerable deal with the impacts of climate 
change and natural disasters. The Center may also 
collaborate with scientists and experts on “pure” 
research projects. However, its main role will be 
providing access to on-the-ground situations and data. 
 

• Building network and partnerships 
Develop useful solutions based on in-house researches 
and linkages with regional and international research 
institutions, which will be established to draw on 
expertise and experience typically not found locally.  
 

• Fostering capacity building, 
communication, best practice and 
exchange of ideas  
A critical component of the Center’s efforts will be in 
the area of capacity building and communication for a 
wide range of stakeholders (e.g academe, specialists, 
government, the public and business). This is seen as 
one of the most effective ways to apply solutions 
developed by the Center and increase the benefits to 
all stakeholders. 
 

• Enabling solution deployment and 
national/local government liaison 
The Center recognizes that the national and local 
government units (LGU) networks are critical to the 
wide spread deployment of any geo-hazard mitigation 
solution. Deployment methods and LGU involvement 
will therefore be integrated at the very early stages of 
any geo-hazard solutions / initiative.  
 

• Recognizing scientists’ achievements 
The Center will recognize outstanding achievements by 
scientists such as through the provision of professorial 
chairs and other forms of incentives. 

 

GOALS 
• Supporting focused and science-based efforts to develop 

innovative solutions to mitigate the risks and impacts of 
climate change and geo-hazards to assist government 
initiatives and programs 
 

• Initiating the development of a Philippine interdisciplinary 
and cross-sectoral network of researchers, academics and 
practitioners to enhance the understanding and 
prediction of climate change and geo-hazard impacts 

 
• Strengthening linkages with the national and local 

government to facilitate capacity building in the delivery 
of risk mitigation solutions to reduce the impact of climate 
change and geo-hazards 

 
• Providing a venue to share and exchange ideas and 

experiences in the local and international arenas 

STRUCTURE 

Science for Cl imate  Resi l ient  Communi t ies  


